What Is Considered a Catastrophic Injury in a Texas Personal Injury
Case?

When a serious injury changes your life, you deserve the right legal support

When someone is seriously injured in an accident, the road to recovery can be long and painful.
Some injuries go far beyond a broken bone or sprain. These are catastrophic injuries, life-
altering conditions that can permanently impact a person’s ability to live, work, and care for
themselves.

If you or a loved one suffered a catastrophic injury due to someone else’s negligence, it’s
important to understand how Texas law treats these cases and what your legal rights may be.
The Cain Firm is here to help you fight for the justice and compensation you deserve.

What is a catastrophic injury?

In personal injury cases, “catastrophic injury” is commonly used to describe severe injuries that

result in long-term or permanent disability. These injuries typically:
e Require extensive medical treatment
e Lead to a significant loss of function (physical or cognitive)
e Prevent the victim from returning to work
e Impact the ability to perform daily tasks independently
What are common types of catastrophic injuries?

Catastrophic injuries are life changing. These are not minor sprains or temporary setbacks. They
are the types of injuries that permanently affect a person’s ability to work, care for themselves,
or enjoy life as they once did. In Texas personal injury cases, catastrophic injuries often serve as
a legal turning point due to the extensive medical care, long-term rehabilitation, and lasting
financial impact involved. These injuries require serious legal and medical attention. Common
types of catastrophic injuries include:

e Traumatic brain injuries (TBI)

Spinal cord injuries, including paralysis

Severe burns and disfigurement

Severe nerve damage

Crushed limbs or other body parts
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e Amputations
e Multiple or complex bone fractures
e Internal organ damage

These injuries not only change the course of a person’s life but also place serious financial and
emotional stress on families.

How do catastrophic injuries happen?

Catastrophic injuries can result from a wide range of incidents, many of which are caused by
negligence or recklessness. In Texas, some of the most common causes include:

e Motor vehicle accidents: High-speed crashes involving cars, motorcycles, and especially
commercial trucks often lead to catastrophic injuries due to the intense force of impact.
Rollovers, head-on collisions, and T-bone accidents can all cause life-altering damage.
Victims may suffer traumatic brain injuries, crushed limbs, spinal cord injuries, or severe
internal trauma. When large trucks or distracted drivers are involved, the likelihood of
catastrophic harm increases significantly.

e Workplace accidents: In industries like construction, oil and gas, and manufacturing, the

risk of catastrophic injury is high. Workers may fall from great heights, become trapped
in heavy machinery, or be struck by falling objects. In some cases, poor training, lack of
safety equipment, or employer negligence plays a major role. Even in office settings,
unsafe conditions can lead to devastating slip and falls or electrical burns.

e Slip and falls: Falls from a significant height or falls caused by hazardous property
conditions (like wet floors, broken stairs, or uneven surfaces) can cause serious injuries,
especially among older adults. While many assume slip and falls result in minor bruises,
these accidents can lead to traumatic brain injuries, spinal cord trauma, or broken hips
requiring long-term care.

e Defective products: Prescription drugs, faulty car parts, household appliances, and
children’s toys can cause serious injuries when they malfunction or are improperly
designed.

e Medical malpractice: Errors made by doctors, nurses, or other healthcare professionals
can result in catastrophic consequences. Surgical mistakes, misdiagnoses, medication
errors, or failure to treat a serious condition in time can cause permanent harm such as
brain damage, paralysis, or loss of organ function.

e Dog bites: Dog bites can also cause catastrophic injuries, especially to children or elderly
individuals. Victims may suffer severe lacerations, infections, nerve damage, or
permanent scarring. In Texas, dog owners may be held liable if they knew or should
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have known the animal had aggressive tendencies, or if they failed to properly control
their pet.

How catastrophic injury claims differ from other personal injury cases

While all personal injury cases aim to recover damages for harm caused by negligence,
catastrophic injury claims typically involve higher stakes. Here’s how they differ:

e Greater losses: This can include long-term loss of income, the cost of home
modifications and medical equipment, caregiver burdens, and the emotional toll of
losing companionship and support.

e Expert testimony is often necessary: To prove the severity of the injury and its future
impact, attorneys frequently bring in medical specialists, life care planners, vocational
experts, and economists.

e Longer recovery timelines: Many catastrophic injury victims are still receiving treatment
or adapting to new limitations by the time a lawsuit is filed. This makes timing and legal
strategy especially important.

e Amount of compensation: Because catastrophic injuries involve greater losses than
other cases, these long-term costs must be factored into any settlement or verdict.

What compensation can you recover?

In a Texas catastrophic injury claim, victims may be entitled to both economic and non-
economic damages, including:

Economic damages

e Current and future medical expenses

e Lostincome and future earning potential

e Cost of home modifications or assistive devices

e In-home nursing or long-term care
Non-economic damages

¢ Pain and suffering

¢ Mental anguish

¢ Loss of enjoyment of life

¢ Disfigurement or physical impairment



In rare cases where the defendant acted with gross negligence, punitive damages may also be
awarded.

Do you need a lawyer for a catastrophic injury case?

Trying to handle a catastrophic injury claim without legal representation is risky. Insurance
companies often fight hard to avoid large payouts, even when the injury is clearly severe. They
may:

o Dispute the extent of your injuries

e Argue that you were partially at fault

o Offer a low settlement before the full impact of your injury is known
An experienced Texas personal injury attorney will protect your rights by:

e Investigating the accident thoroughly

e Gathering medical records and expert opinions

e Calculating the true value of your long-term damages

¢ Negotiating aggressively with insurers

e Taking the case to trial if necessary
Get the justice you deserve after a catastrophic injury

At the Cain Firm, we understand the devastating impact a catastrophic injury can have on your
life and future. Our team is committed to helping injured Texans get the support and
compensation they need to move forward.

We know the tactics insurance companies use, and we don’t let them take advantage of you.
With us on your side, you can focus on healing while we focus on holding the responsible
parties accountable.

Our firm offers free consultations, contingency fee representation, and personalized legal
guidance every step of the way. If you or someone you love has suffered a catastrophic injury in
Dallas or Fort Worth, don’t wait to get the help you need. Contact us today and let us fight for
your future.

“The Cain Firm is the best. They did everything possible for me to get back good chunk of money
and always keeping me updated on my case. Very nice people. Thank you all who worked on my

case.” — Rosalinda M., Y 5% 9% 5¢ 5%
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